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The Poetry Council, founded in 1949, promotes annual contests and 
secures notable writers and teachers as judges. Until 1997, meetings 
of the Council were held in Asheville. In that year, the Council estab-
lished an official relationship with Catawba College in Salisbury as a 
permanent repository for PCNC materials and as a regular meeting 
place each fall to celebrate Poetry Day, which is sponsored by the 
Council. The Council does not have a general membership.  
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DEDICATION 

I n recognition of the Poetry Council of North Carolina’s 
and Catawba College’s long and productive history 

together, the Council thanks Catawba College—its library, 
conference office, President’s office, and dining services—

for support of and partnership with the Poetry 
Council for more than fifty years. 
 

  Catawba College and the Poetry Council  be-
gan their relationship in the early 1950’s after 
the Council’s 1949 inception in Asheville. The 
original incorporators of the Council were Lena 

and Charles Shull of Asheville, Merle Price of Salisbury, and 
Teenus Cheney of Forest City. By 1953, the Council had 
established a poetry collection at Catawba by donating 150 
volumes of poetry to the college library. In addition, Ray-
mond Jenkins of Catawba served on the Council as “curator” 
at that time. 
 

  Over the years, Catawba College has also played a role in 
one of the Poetry Council’s founding goals:  “To promote the 
building of a Poetry Hall … in North Carolina for the preser-
vation of books of poetry, autographs, holographs, photo-
graphs and portraits, manuscripts of poetry and the personal 
effects and memorabilia of poets of North Carolina for the 
inspiration and spiritual illumination of all our people . . . .”  
Officially, since 1997, Catawba has housed all of the Coun-
cil’s holdings including not only historical documents, but 
also copies of all entries in the Council’s Oscar Arnold 
Young poetry book contest each year and copies of the 
Council’s yearly publication, Bay Leaves, that features po-
ems from the winning poets of all categories. For a number 
of years, Jacquelyn Sims from Catawba’s library staff has 
worked with the Council to catalogue and maintain the docu-
ments and books. And recently, Catawba has welcomed a 
new library director, Steven McKinzie, who supervises the 
overall operation of the library. Today, the Council looks 
forward to many more years of building the poetry compila-
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tion at Catawba, which has been made possible through the 
hard work of the college’s superb library staff.  
 

  Another PCNC founding goal that Catawba College has 
helped the Council meet each year since 1997 is “To carry on 
Poetry Day activities . . .”  with a statewide gathering and 
celebration of poetry during the month of October. The 
Council holds Poetry Day each fall at Catawba to recognize 
all the winners of the annual contests across the state of 
North Carolina, hear them read their poems, give them their 
awards and have lunch with them. Dr. Janice Fuller, Profes-
sor of English, was the first liaison between Catawba College 
and the Poetry Council, and for the last several years, Profes-
sor Nancy Adams, also from Catawba’s English Department, 
has taken on that role. Early on, the Poetry Council met in the 
student center before moving to Hoke Hall; and now 
Bridgette Gibbs, in Catawba Conferences, reserves Peeler 
Crystal Lounge for the Council’s annual meeting. She offers 
the Council a spacious and bright room to welcome poets 
from around North Carolina. Oliver Scott from the College’s 
President’s office works with Catawba dining services to 
cater the Poetry Day luncheon. This celebration takes quite a 
bit of communication, cooperation, and hard work for mem-
bers of Catawba’s staff, and the outcome each year is a room 
full of old and new friends, lots of good poetry and a deli-
cious meal.   
 

  To all our friends and colleagues at Catawba College, in 
memory of all the years past and in anticipation of all the 
new years together, we dedicate the 2008 Bay Leaves. 

 

Nancy Adams 
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors 
& 

President, W. Edgar Cockrell III 
 

October 4, 2008 
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JUDGES 
 
 
 
Oscar Arnold Young Contest for Book: Sally Keith teaches 
poetry for the MFA program at George Mason University. She 

graduated from the Iowa Writers Workshop in 2000, 
and she holds a B.A. from Bucknell University in 
Lewisburg, PA. She has published two books of po-
etry, Dwelling Song and design, the latter of which 
won the Colorado Prize for Poetry in 2000. She has 

been awarded fellowships to the BreadLoaf Writers’ Confer-
ence, a Pushcart Prize, and the Denver Quarterly’s Lynda Hull 
Award.  
 
 
Charles Shull Contest for Traditional Poetry: Michael D. Ri-
ley is Professor of English at Penn State Berks in Reading, PA. 

His first book of poems, Scrimshaw: Citizens of Bone, 
was published by The Lightning Tree Press in Santa 
Fe, NM. Circling the Stones (Poems From Ireland ), 
appeared in January 2008 from Creighton University 
Press. His poems have also appeared in many periodi-
cals, including Poetry, Poetry Ireland Review, South 

Carolina Review, Cumberland Poetry Review, The Fiddlehead, 
Arizona Quarterly, and Southern Humanities Review.  
 
 
James Larkin Pearson Contest for Free Verse: Susan 
Meyers holds an MFA degree in Creative Writing from 

Queens University of Charlotte. She is a past presi-
dent of the North Carolina Poetry Society (1998-
2000) and the current president of the Poetry Society 
of South Carolina. Her poetry book Keep and Give 

Away was published by the University of South Carolina Press 
after being selected for the SC Poetry Book Prize. It was also 
the winner of the Brockman-Campbell Book Award and the 
SIBA (Southern Independent Booksellers Alliance) Book 
Award for Poetry. Her work has appeared in numerous literary 
journals.  
 



Ellen Johnston-Hale Contest for Light Verse: Patricia 
Fargnoli is the current New Hampshire Poet Laureate. Her 
latest book of poetry, Duties of the Spirit (Tupelo Press 2005), 

won the prestigious 2005 Jane Kenyon Poetry Book 
Award for Outstanding Poetry published by a New 
Hampshire author in the preceding two years; and her 
first book, Necessary Light (Utah State University 

Press), won the 1999 May Swenson Book Award. Currently 
residing in Walpole, NH, she is a retired social worker/
psychotherapist and a past member of the National Association 
of Poetry Therapists. 
 
 
Gladys Owings Hughes Heritage Contest for Free Verse: 
Gwendoline Y. Fortune, Ed. D., currently resides in Gaines-

ville, FL. She is the author of Growing Up Nigger 
Rich and Family Lines, both from Pelican Publishing 
Company. She is a prolific writer of poetry, non-
fiction columns, fiction shorts, and essays about the 
African-American experience.  
 

 
Charlotte Young Contest for Elementary and Middle 
School Students: Linda Annas Ferguson is the author of four 

collections of poetry. Her full-length book, Bird Miss-
ing from One Shoulder (WordTech Editions) won an 
honorable mention for the 2008 Oscar Arnold Young 
contest. Her third chapbook, Stepping on Cracks in 
the Sidewalk (Finishing Line Press) was released in 
2006. She was the 2005 Poetry Fellow for the South 

Carolina Arts Commission selected by David Trinidad and 
served as the 2003-2004 Poet-in-Residence for the Gibbes Mu-
seum of Art in Charleston, S.C. A recipient of the Poetry Fel-
lowship of the South Carolina Academy of Authors, she was 
recently appointed to the Academy’s Board of Governors.  
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Sam Ragan Carolina Connection Contest for High 
School and College Students: Lenard D. Moore has been 

writing and publishing haiku over 20 years. In 
2008, he became the first Southerner and the first 
African-American to be elected President of the 
Haiku Society of America (HSA). In addition, he 
is Executive Chairman of the North Carolina 
Haiku Society; Haiku Editor of the online maga-

zine Simply Haiku; Founder and Executive Director of the 
Carolina African American Writers' Collective (CAAWC), 
and co-founder of Washington Street Writers Group. He is a 
writer of more than 20 forms of poetry, drama, essays and 
literary criticism. He recently won the Sam Ragan Fine Arts 
Award for his contribution to the fine arts of North Carolina.  
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from Séance  
(Iris Publishing Group, 2007) 
 
 
 
What the Dead See 
 
The angel had a pimpled countenance,  
stone wings spread – guarding what?  
The yew tree? The maroon DeSoto,  
cloudy plastic stretched across its windows,  
parked too close to my mother's plot? 
 

The crow did what crows do: perched 
on a headstone, cawed now and again, 
let the sun extract the purple hidden in its wing. 
It hopped to another grave, watched me watching it,  
then cocked its head away. I could see only one eye, 
 

exact as a rifle sight. What do the dead see?  
The roots of the yew tree inching toward them?  
The still earth filled with failed crocuses  
never opening a passage to the sky? 
When I was little, my cousin and I would lie 
 

on our sides facing each other, each headed 
the opposite way. Downside up, we’d talk for hours, 
making all the weird faces we could. 
The familiar made strange, my cousin an alien,  
mouth in her forehead, blank spread of skin 
 

where she ought to be kissed. Could I still loop 
my arm inside her arm and walk along the beach?  
Maybe the dead see us like this: upside down,  
combing what we should be shoeing, smirking when we  
should be crying, laughing at all the wrong parts. 
 
 
 
 

Séance  
by Janice Fuller 



OSCAR ARNOLD YOUNG 
First Place 
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Hopping.   Sorrow.   Geography. 
 
The girl is hopping down the sidewalk  
wearing dotted swiss, her hair 
a permanent wave, erratic, daring. 
 

She draws squares with chalk 
she slipped in her case at recess. 
She’s seen pictures: Hopis in the desert, 
 

hopping, one foot, then the other,  
holding snakes in their hands.  
She smelled a dead snake once. 
 

The smell was formaldehyde not snake,  
the teacher told her. There’d been 
a foetus in a jar by the snake’s. 
 

She watched it float in its glass room.  
Would it wake and reach 
for the rattle? If only 
 

the snake would shake it. Babies  
could hear, even in the womb.  
She used to sing to her mother’s 
 

full stomach, hoping her brother listened.  
In the end, he came to them 
glass-eyed. Still. Tongue too stiff to answer. 
 
Janice  Fuller 
Salisbury, NC 
 
Biographical Note 
 

Janice Moore Fuller is Writer-in-Residence and Professor of 
English at Catawba College in Salisbury, North Carolina. 
Her poems and essays have been published in numerous 
American and European journals and anthologies, including 
New Welsh Review, Asheville Poetry Review, Tar River Po-
etry, Sow’s Ear, Pembroke Magazine, and Mississippi Quar-
terly. She has read her poetry and taught workshops at uni-
versities and other venues throughout the United States, 
Wales, Ireland, Italy, and Russia.  

Janice Fuller 



OSCAR ARNOLD YOUNG 
Second Place 

 

from The Golden Ratio 
             (Iris Publishing Group, 2007) 
 
 
Appalachia 
 
Daniel Boone, coming through slaughter,  
Is inexplicably drawn to another standard.  
Fourteen painted figures, with eerie deserted  
Cries, form into trees, while brazen spinning  
Silhouettes, grazing on the fringe, find  
The frontiersman on all fours between two  
Rhododendrons, dreaming a railroad into  
Being, as gladioli, measured by bees, shiver  
Like marmalade in the bestial window. 
 
Carbon pirouettes surround six fly fishermen  
Flinging spiderwebs into red water as 
Mad shattered cows in fishnet stockings  
Swat metallic mosquitoes on the bank. 
A true native of this prickly country, 
With roots up to my neck, pulling 
At these denizens’ bitter natures, 
Whose final versions of themselves 
Contain one skin too few, I accept 
 
The responsibility of vengeance without 
A second thought, my sun-stirred 
Southern cross hogging its family slice, 
Jinx talk making its overture to Orpheus 
In the underworld as he plucks the wings  
Off another hummingbird to add to his harp’s  
Veneer and sneers at Daniel Boone  
Shooting turtles like skeet on the other 
Side of the ever rising lake of fire.  
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OSCAR ARNOLD YOUNG 
Second Place 

Epistrophy At Lake Lure 
 
 “The piano ain’t got no wrong notes.” 

 —Thelonius Monk 
 

First the picture, then a simple overtone,  
Ripples on a sad piano. A child in the water 
Is screaming her first word, thoughts moving  
Across her mind like the shadows of birds, 
Her mouth a puddle so dense that thousands  
Of stars drown themselves for mercy 
In the dark insistent pull, a word uttered once  
And refractions close behind. In the misted  
Pavilion two young lovers, separated by decree,  
Stare like statues breathing, silhouettes  
Of the Venus de Milo staring intently into 
The other’s eyes. “Miss one chord,” Coltrane  
Opined about Monk, “and you feel like  
You’re falling down an elevator shaft.”  
If we could remember our first word  
And the will it took, like trying to herd fleas  
Together in a glass enclosure, each impulse  
Paying no attention to the others, superimposed  
On the edge of catastrophe and O what motion,  
A concentric ripple of polyhedral certainties,  
Laying out all the undiscovered lilies  
That invent the world with surprise.  
 
Keith Flynn 
Asheville, NC 
 
Biographical Note 
 

Keith Flynn is the author of numerous collections of poetry, 
and one book of prose, entitled The Rhythm Method, Razz-
matazz and Memory: How To Make Your Poetry Swing 
(Writer’s Digest Books, 2007). He has been awarded the 
Sandburg Prize for poetry, the Paumanok Poetry Award and 
was twice named the Gilbert-Chappell Distinguished Poet 
for NC. He is also the founder and managing editor of The 
Asheville Poetry Review. 
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OSCAR ARNOLD YOUNG 
Honorable Mention 

from Bird Missing from One Shoulder 
(WordTech Editions, 2007) 
 
 
My Mother Doesn’t Know Me 
 
To her, I’m the mild-mannered woman  
who cooks her meals. 
She is going to leave me 
a tip when she finds her purse. 
 
She sits for hours, eyebrow  
cocked in a wrinkled study,  
as if she can fathom 
the distance between us, 
 
saves pieces of thread 
in a coffee can, 
picked from her afghan all day  
while both our lives unravel. 
 
Thanksgiving, she put a hammer  
in the oven at 400 degrees,  
spent the rest of the day  
on the back porch step, 
 
wanting only to leave 
this strange house, 
silently wringing her hands 
as if her body could not contain her. 
 
 
 
Laid Off 
 
The machines weep their noise 
as Father offers his card to the clock  
on his last night at the cotton mill.  
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Bird Missing 
from One 

Shoulder by 
Linda Annas 

Fergurson 



OSCAR ARNOLD YOUNG 
Honorable Mention 

Time stares with one eye  
transfixed on him. 
 
Cold shocks his lungs 
as the metal door behind him shrugs  
itself closed The black windows  
watch him walk home as they have  
every dawn for thirty years. 
 
They do not see him as I do  
as he enters our door, 
white lint clinging to his hair  
like a disintegrated halo, dying  
for an undemanding bed, 
 
the joy of his aching body  
twisted in the cogs of sleep. 
I can hear the rasp of his throat,  
the disgruntled snore, 
the gasp, the letting go. 
 
 
Linda Annas Ferguson 
Charleston, SC 
 
 
Biographical Note 
 
Linda Annas Ferguson is the author of four collections of 
poetry, including her first full-length book,  Bird Missing 
from One Shoulder (WordTech Editions). She was the 
2005 Poetry Fellow for the South Carolina Arts Commis-
sion selected by David Trinidad, and served as the 2003-
2004 Poet-in-Residence for the Gibbes Museum of Art in 
Charleston, S.C.  
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Ferguson 




